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Conserving Natural Resources for Our Future

Dear Somerset County Resident,

On behalf of the Board of Director:
report. Our Conservation District has just completed its S53nuityafestateogeveior
ment, partially funded by the Somerset County Commissioners.

Our basic goals are to promote soil conservation, to alleviate resource proble
and to provide environmental educatiembérdodephidf chominers develop object
determine a plan of operation. These directors are chosen by the Board of Cc
by approved, nominating organizations throughout the county. Five of our dir
are urban-farmodirectors, and one is a County Commissioner director.

During 2010, your Conservation District worked diligently to promote conseryv
quality, and environmental education. | would lik¥stvclafrogaamageapor to th
illustrate the continued growth and diversity of DistréattRrogeafsplonsfgotieour
cooperating agencies on the federal, state, and local levels. Please make &
These agencies are the backbone of conservation work in Somerset County, ¢

Sincerely,

Jack Tressler

Jack Tressler

6024 Glades Pike, Suite 103 « Somerset, PA 15501 - Tel (814) 445-4652 - Fax (814) 445-2044 . www.somersetcd.org



5 (Q SOMERSET
CS~2) CONSERVATION DISTRICT

’i=q
ate-
rdB®ard of Directors

The Somerset Conservation District (SCD) is one of 66 Conservation Districts
wide and nearly 3000 nationwide dedicated to conserving our soil and water res
We are part of county government and a-saoh of state government working closel
with the USDA agencies in the county to promote soil and water conservation an
nomic development on local farms. Our adopted strategic plan provides the fram
to achieve our goals and objectives. If you have a problem or question regardin
servation issues and do not know whom to contact, your Conservation Distric
good place to start.

€66k Tressler, Chairman

akin Sherbine, V. Chair

&eger Latuch, Sec./Treasurer

iéo%w Vatavuk, Commissioner
avid Mankamyer

Sue Saylor

Kurt Walker

James Ringler

David Sewak

ages

nent

| for

Conservation Planning and Nutrient Managements Because wate

quality is an important, ongoing resource concern, the District encou
proper nutrient management on county farms. A nutrient manag
: plan (NMP) considers existing soil nutrient levels and nutrients need
WIS achieving cropyield goals. The NMP accounts for manure generate

the farm, determines a proper application rate, and calculates the g

and location of additional nutrients needed. The NMP may also recommend praciic
reduce soil loss and prevent nutrients from contaminating surface and ground
Through 2010, 55 Somerset County farm operations have approved nutrient plan
encompass over 25,400 acres. Since 2006, Pennsylvania regulations require
Balance Sheets (NBS) for farms that import manure. In 2010, the Conservation
assisted 6 farms with obtaining Nutrient Balance Sheets which include over 40
Now there are 65 county farms that have NBS which include over 13,500 acres.
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Len Lichvar, Manager

Susan J. Moon Asst. Mgr.

| Keith L. Largent E&S Tech.
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Meeting Schedule

Chesapeake Bay Programs Landowners in Allegheny, Northampton, F
hope, Southampton, and portions of Larimer and Greenville Townships are el
receive cosshare funds to install practices that reduce agricultural runoff and
nutrient loading. This program provides an 80 percentsitate to assist farmers w
installation of Best Management Practices. To date, $255,100 has been pro
county farmers in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The Somerset Conservatio
has prepared a County Implementation Plan which will be updated in 2011.

| Fourth Thursday of Month

0amd Ag Service Center
‘EXceptions: November and
IBetefhbed Third Thursday

s Glades Creek Watershed Programs In 2008, we received
=~ = Growing Greener grant to assist with the design and installation o
Management Practices on farms in the Glades Creek Watershed.
landowners in portions of Brothersvalley and Stonycreek T

RBLP o ships received technical and financial assistance to install praftices
"‘* “1& that reduce soil loss and improve nutrient management. In §010, o
_— ~ . . . | Somerset Conservation District]
g = designs were completed fdour projects and construction W8S™ co54 Glades Pike Suite 103

completed on thelatt Phase | projectOver$63,000has been pr
e | vided to county farmers in the Glades Creek Watershed.

Somerset, PA 15501
8144454652 x 5
www.somersetcd.org
somersetcd@wopia.net

Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP)a Act
55 of 2007 created the Resource Enhancement and Protection Program (REAP)
farmers and businesses to earn state tax credits for planning, installation of practifg
purchases of equipment that reduce soil loss and/or improve nutrient manage
farm operations. Applications for this program are accepted for a limited time
annually. In 2010pne Somerset County farm operation was assisted with appli
submission.




B Erosion Control & Sediment Pollution Preventions Earth disturbanc
activities create the potential for various types of accelerated soil erosion. The
— 1 works with developers, loggers, contractors, and the mining industry to develop ang

" ment plans to minimize the impact these activities have on the environment. The
“al so has responsibility for administ
charge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting program which includes the regulation of storm water
discharges associated with construction activities using general and individual permits.

E&S BMPs applied to 753 disturbed acres

37 E&S plans processed, reviewed, and approved

10 General and ldividual NPDES/PCSM construction permits processed

20 earth disturbance assessments/inspections conducted

58 technical assistance contacts and 21 Chapter 105 Encroachment & Obstruction permitting contacts

< << < =<

Dirt and Gravel Road Programs This program evolved out of the efforts of a public/private, ragéncy
Pennsylvania Task Force on Dirt and Gravel Roads (D&GR) and is managed by the State Conservation Commiss
through County Conservation Districts. The law created a $5 million annualapging appropriation earmarked for
ADirt and Gravel Road Maintenance. 0 The goal of thi
nance of dirt and gravel roads with the mitigation of dust and sediment pollution of Pennsylvania’'s watersheds.

Y 1 project was completed in Northampton Township
Y 3,806 feet of dirt and gravel roads were improved

Project Grasss Project Grass promotes conservation through proper pasture management in Pennsylvania. V
administered a Southwest Project Grass Committee grant to restore and protectdisstconarder tributaries in wa-
tersheds affected by agricultural, Apoint source pollution. The benefits of these best management practices will in-
crease the economic sustainability of farmers while educating them on the impacts of their local watershed in a
county Southwest PA region. Measurable environmental results include:

Y Converting 466 acres to rotational grazing & 541 tons of soil saved

Y 1,926.8 gallons of fuel savings

Y 29,869 Ibs of C@and 7.7 Ibs of NOx savings

Y 31,600 feet of stream bank fencing constructed and 16 stream crossings installed

Water Quality Improvement

Quemahoning Reservoir Habitat Improvemend The ongoing project, sponsored by the District in cooperation with
the PA Fish and Boat Commi ssi onds Btonemal Authbrity, t@ntinued a t
with 25 fishrhabitat structures placed in the reservoir. Volunteers from AmeriCorps, Ston@oaeknaugh River Im-
provement Project, Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited, and the Jerome Sportsmen’s Club assisted in the pla
ment . The result of the previous and current year s¢
fishery in the reservoir as confirmed by the PA Fish

Conservation Water Releas& The acquisition of the Manufacturers Water Company properties in Cambria and Som-
erset Counties that included the Quemahoning Reservoir has created positive recreational and economic impacts in
region. In late July 2010, the lomagvaited, conservation release of 10.8 million gallons of water a day from the reser-
voir began. This mandated release restores, at least in part, the flow that was robbed from Quemahoning Creek anc
Stonycreek River when the reservoir was constructed 100 years ago. The conservation release has long been soug
the conservation and sporting community to restore this historic flow to assist in restoring water quantity and quality
well as improving the ability of both waterways to improve their fisheries as a potential tail water trout fishery.

The District has installed four temperature loggers in both waterways to determine the new temperature regimes that
conservation release is creating. Aquatic surveys were also conducted to determine how the future aquatic commu
reacts to the change in water flow and temperature. An initial management plan was developed by the District and v
be coordinated with the PA Fish and Boat Commission to both monitor and manage the development of this new a
enhanced, recreational fishery.



